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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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NATIONAL FOREWORD 

This Indian Standard f First Revision ) which is identical with ISO 3950 : 1984 'Dentistry — 
Designation system for teeth and areas of oral cavity', issued by the International Organization 
for Standardization ( ISO ), was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards on the recommen- 
dation of the Dentistry Sectional Committee ( MHD 8 ) and approval of the Medical Equipment 
and Hospital Planning Division Council. 

This standard was first published in 1978 and was based on ISO 3950: 1977 'Tooth designa- 
tion for dental purposes — Two digit system'. Its first revision has been taken up with a view 
to align this standard with the latest ISO Standard in order to incorporate the current practices 
being followed at the international level. 

The text of above mentioned ISO standard has been approved as suitable for publication as 
Indian Standard without deviations. Certain terminology and conventions are, however, not 
identical to those used in Indian Standards. Attention is particularly drawn to the following; 

a) Wherever the words 'International Standard' appear referring to this standard, they should 
be read as 'Indian Standard'. 

b) Comma ( , ) has been used as a decimal marker while in Indian Standards, the practice 
is to use a point ( . ) as the decimal marker. 
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Introduction 

The increasing use of computers to store information, together 
with the increasing necessity for the communication of dental 
information by wire, printed documents and orally, has re- 
quired that new basic elements be taken into consideration for 
drawing up a designation system for teeth. The system de- 
scribed in this International Standard has been drawn up by the 
International Dental Federation (FDD and approved by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and Technical Committee 
ISO/TC 106, Dentistry, to satisfy the following requirements: 

a) simple to understand and teach; 

b) easy to pronounce in conversation and dictation ; 

c) readily communicable in print and by wire; 

d) easy to translate into computer "input" ; 

e) easily adaptable to standard charts used in general 
dental practice. 



10 designates the upper right quadrant 

20 designates the upper left quadrant 

30 designates the lower left quadrant 

40 designates the lower right quadrant 

03 designates the upper right sextant 

04 designates the upper anterior sextant 

05 designates the upper left sextant 

06 designates the lower left sextant 

07 designates the lower anterior sextant 

08 designates the lower right sextant 

09 signifies an area specified in an annexed document 
(or further explanation available). 

NOTE — A sextant, in this context, means one of the sixths of the den 
tal arches (03 to 08) such as illustrated in figure 1. 



1 Scope and field of application 

This International Standard provides a system for designating 
teeth or areas of the oral cavity using two digits. It also provides 
a system for designating surfaces of the teeth using letters of 
the alphabet. 



2 Designation of areas of the oral cavity 

The areas of the oral cavity shall be designated by a two digit 
code, where at least one of the two digits is zero, as follows: 

00 designates the whole of the oral cavity 

01 designates the maxillary area 

02 designates the mandibular area 



3 Designation of teeth 

Teeth shall be designated by a two digit code. The first digit of 
the code indicates the quadrant and the second indicates the 
tooth in this quadrant. 

a) First digit (quadrant) 

Digits 1 to 4 are used for quadrants in the permanent den 
tition and digits 5 to 8 for those of deciduous dentition, 
clockwise from the upper right side. 

b) Second digit (tooth) 

Teeth in the same quadrant are designated by the second 
digit 1 to 8 (1 to 5 in the deciduous dentition), this desig 
nation is from the median line in a distal direction. 

The designation system is shown in figure 1 , with the codes for 
deciduous teeth in italics. 
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Figure 1 — Digital designation of teeth and areas of the oral cavity 



4 Abbreviations for designation of surfaces 

For the designation of surfaces, the following letters shall be 
used: 

O designates an occlusal surface 

M designates a medial surface 

D designates a distal surface 

V designates a vestibular surface (labial-buccal) 

L designates a lingual surface 

G designates a radicular surface 

NOTE — This list of abbreviations will be completed later. 
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Figure 2 — Designation of surfaces 
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Standard Mark 

The use of the Standard Mark is governed by the provisions of the Bureau of Indian 
Standards Act, 1986 and the Rules and Regulations made thereunder. The Standard Mark 
on products covered by an Indian Standard conveys the assurance that they have been 
produced to comply with the requirements of that standard under a well defined system 
of inspection, testing and quality control which is devised and supervised by BIS a ad 
operated by the producer. Standard marked products are also continuously cheked by 
BIS for conformity to that standard as a further safeguard. Details of conditions under 
which a licence for the use of the Standard Mark may be granted to manufacturers or 
producers may be obtained from the Bureau of Indian Standards. 



Bureau of Indian Standards 

BIS is a statutory institution established under the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986 to 
promote harmonious development of tbe activities of standardization, marking and quality 
certification of goods and attending to connected matters in the country. 

Copyright 

BIS has the copyright of all its publications. No part of these publications may be reproduced 
in any form without the prior permission in writing of BIS. This does not preclude the free use, 
in the course of implementing the standard, of necessary details, such as symbols and sizes, type 
or grade designations. Enquiries relating to copyright be addressed to the Director 
( Publications ), BIS. 

Rerision of Indian Standards 

Amendments are issued to standards as the need arises on the basis of comments. Standards 
are also reviewed periodically; a standard along with amendments is reaffirmed when such review 
indicates that no changes are needed; if the review indicates that changes are needed, it is taken 
up for revision. Users of Indian Standards should ascertain that they are in possession of the 
latest amendments or edition by referring to the latest issue of *BIS Handbook and 'Standards 
Monthly Additions'. Comments on this Indian Standard may be sent to BIS giving the following 
reference: 

Doc : Nor Jjfcp 8 ( 2294 ) 
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